een ea 
Lian 


= es 
Pg re 
Sa F 


Hibrary of the Museum 


OF 


COMPARATIVE ZOOLOGY, | 


AT HARVARD COLLEGE, CAMBRIDGE, MASS. 


yee ee ee 


No. & LO 


hea Ub, Sq i — Seay th [$96 


ax 


MAY 11 1996 


6/10 


THE 


TWENTY-FOURTH ANNUAL REPORT 


OF THE 


BOARD OF DIRECTORS 


OF THE 


LOOLOGICAL SOCIETY 


OF PHILADELPHIA. 


(INCORPORATED MARCH 21srT, 1859.) 


READ AT THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE MEMBERS AND LOAN- 
HOLDERS OF THE SOCIETY. 


APRIL 23d, 1896. 


PHILADELPHIA : 


ALLEN, LANE & SCOTT’S PRINTING HOUSE, 
I211-15 Clover St. and 229-31 S. Fifth St. 


1896. 


gee ery 


- 
* 


‘: 
pu 
3 


« 
rr 


1 


Ws 
ad Z 


~*~ 


gS 


: 


Tne 


TWENTY-FOURTH ANNUAL REPORT 


OF THE 


BOARD OF DIRECTORS 


OF THE 


ZOOLOGICAL SOCIETY 


OF PHILADELPHIA. 


(INCORPORATED MARCH 21srT, 1859.) 


READ AT THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE MEMBERS AND LOAN- 
HOLDERS OF THE SOCIETY. 


APRIL 23d, 1896. 


PHILADELPHIA : 


ALLEN, LANE & SCOTT’S PRINTING HOUSE, 
1211-15 Clover St. and 229-31 S. Fifth St. 


1896. 


REPORT 


OF THE 


BOARD OF DIRECTORS. 


—_—__-__+e»—______ 


PHILADELPHIA, 28d April, 1896. 
The Board of Directors of the Zoological Society of Phila- 
delphia submit to the members and loan-certificate holders 
their Twenty-fourth Annual Report of the operations of the 
Society covering the year ending 29th February, 1896. 


MEMBERS. 

The number of members on the Ist of March, 1896, was— 
MEIIPE TINO OTA eee. Sid ens nd wy ak ak a aS we 395 
PISS SS ie a I 1340 
PatreerOR CIOS MICMDErS WN. we we Bw ee 9 
inouerary members... . .. . Re) eae 20 
Re MCI NCES: ie eer eee 258 


Total members (exclusive of loanholders) . . 2022 


The following is a report in detail of the admissions and 
receipts for the year :— 
PM awa Bioabes)) 6 ie. ae. 131,629 
inde (paying dt-pates\ bh 2k ae ree. 45,007 
Members (including Life and Annual Members, 
loanholders’ annual, and complimentary annual 


een Nemes) MM eee kg) wea a ws 2,158 
Peammcioers smote ticketey oe ew 8,949 
Free admissions (charitable institutions, donors’ 

Seer oem to) nea UG) Wk Re Le 2,700 
OO inte 2c ANS San a 428 
PeeCurstom tenets) oc ree aks AN! Boy. hh2:808 

203,674 


* In addition to these, 50,000 tickets were issued to the Board of 
Education, for the admission of pupils of the Public Schools. 
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Monthly Record of Visitors for 1895-96, with corresponding 
account for 1894-95. 


Monru. 1894-95. 1895-96. CoMPARISON. 
Mareli “7's D1 is0ge 1,896 | Decrease...” ona0 
PeORye hs (eae es 16,202 12,788 & . . 3,414 
cS eee eee 23,195 27,385 | Increase . . 4,190 
Se oe at a av 20,9388 | 19,9382 | Decrease . .— 0nG 
5 TC ae 22,018 28,267 | Increase . . 6,249 
Auewsh .! 5) sy44 abnor 01,203 : Th 52 
September ..j; 29,731 28,679 | Decrease . . 1,002 
October 0-22) Le 16,695 4 . «A222 
November. .| 10,174 11,514 | Increase . . 1,840 
December. . . 6,580 8,079 a : . ae 
January .. . . 3,087 5,124 . .\. ied 
Pebruaryt.) bs 5,190 6,112 . - « poeeiee 

200,709 |2038,674 | Increase . . 2,965 


Average daily admjssions .-.. . ...20S\s) pee 554 


The greatest number of visitors on any one day was 
on Thursday, May 30th < ....<. aye eee ee 6,471 


Monthly Record of Receipts from Admissions for 1895-96, with 
corresponding account for 1894-95. 


Month. 1894-95. 1895-96. CoMPARISON. 
March .| $2,056 82 | $1,465 42 | Decrease. . $591 40 
ApEL . ip Bog th 2,167 32 co .. 2a 
May ..| 2,966 10| 3,740 25 | Increase. . 7/4 Vo 
sU06. :-.|> B,fo0.00 2,730 34 | Decrease. . Pap 
July ..{| 3,272 97 | 3,982 54 | Increase . >) (Aes 
August .| 4,129 28| 4,011 46 | Decrease. . 117 82 
September} 3,732 36 | 4,212 07 | Increase. . 479 71 
October .| 2,917 16 2,447 47 | Decrease. . 469 69 
November| 1,399 09 | 1,386 78 mene 12 Bi 
December; 1,018 85 1,154. 73. |. Inereage .7 140 88 
January . 694 19 869 36 2 .. 17a 
February, 524 87 994 18 i . +. 460 7g8 


$27,951 36 |$29,166 92 | Increase . $1,215 56 
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Average daily receipts from admissions . ... . $79 69 
The largest amount of receipts at the gates on any 
one day was on Thursday, July 4th. . .... 589 27 


Total Receipts on the several days of the week, and their respective 
averages for 1895-96. 


RANK Days. ToraL Recerpts.| AVERAGE. 
eo cc ah . .{ $11,024 80 | $212 01 
Se oy ae 6,544 85 | 123 49 
amy og es Akh, | 3,461 083 66 56 
- pWeumesday . ...4.. - 2,336 24 44 93 
De oo © er 2,142 70 40 43 
BOeMOMGMN GO. se ke s 1,927 21 37 06 
A aig NE ee rr ee 1,730 09 33 27 


| $29,166 92 


The admission receipts show a slight increase above 
those of the previous year, and while the gain is not suffi- 
cient to lessen in any marked degree the need for a 
close economy, it may perhaps be regarded as the be- 
ginning of a return to a condition in which the receipts 
will more nearly balance the cost of maintenance than 
has been the case during the past three years. 

The only fund which has been available for extension 
has been the portion of the city appropriation set apart for 
permanent improvements. With this the new monkey 
house has been carried towards completion, and it is hoped 
that the coming year will fit it for occupancy. 

With this exception the resources of the Board have 
been devoted to maintaining the general condition of the 
collection and the enclosures—an end which it is felt has 
been fully attained. 

By order of the Board. | 

HENRY T. COATES, 
Secretary. 


APPENDIX A. 


INCOME AND EXPENDITURES 


For fiscal year ending March Ist, 1896. 


$43,756 74 


$43,756 74 


INCOME. 
Members’ feessanddnes., .°. 200". a ew $655 00 
AdHision recelpie, uk Mie Ss ee a 29,166 92 
Bente attGarden.. 2. he os 2 eee! Stee es 250 00 
Interest, discount, Qe. ccs te. weed, «8 oe elt 1,288 73 
Sundry Tecelptas. ce at eaten | Oe ee ee 610 20 
Sale ot guide Donkey 2 +5 AA. wpe \s. ee ee 156 00 
Special reliet famed 20. kaon!) eos AO eee 535 00 
Sales of wlvinnals 95 3.0. ACh Sake eee 6 75 
Received from the city of Philadelphia through 
the Commissioners of Fairmount Park. . . . 10,000 00 
Dowmsiins* =. i Gee ee, 6 eee 1,138 14 
EXPENDITURES. 
(Exclusive of Permanent Improvements, &c.) 
Salaries and wages’ 2... . «2 ie % $18,177 00 
Office oxpertiges: Ache Gh ACORN 495 69 
General expenses wc... 60. ie) papa. 19,313 54 
Purchase of animals ... ... ¢ 44... %; 3,860 30 
—_—— $41,846 53 
Balance to credit of profitand loss ...... 1,910 21 
CAPITAL. 
Receipts and expenditures for the year ending March Ist, 1896. 
RECEIPTS. 
Received from the city of Philadelphia through 
the Commissioners of Fairmount Park. . . . $5,000 00 
Legacy, estate of George 8. Pepper, deceased. . 750 00 
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$5,750 00 
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EXPENDITURES. 


New monkey house (on accountof) ...... $5,767 00 
Balance (being excess of expenditures over re- 
ceipts of capital, and provided from profit 
eS ei ec tn ae 17 00 
| $5,750 00 


WILLIAM HACKER, 


Treasurer. 
Examined and found correct. 
GALLOWAY C. Morris, 
Henry T. Coates, 
Committee on Audit. 


APPENDIX B. 


To the Board of Directors of the Zoological Society of Phal- 
adelphia : 


GENTLEMEN :—I beg to submit to you my report of the 
condition of the Gardens of the Society during the year 
ending on the 29th of February, 1896. 

At the end of that period the collection consisted of 276 
mammals, 368 birds, 278 reptiles, and 46 amphibians, a 
total of 968 living specimens. 

The full number of accessions received during the year 
was :— 


MAMMALS :— 
Purchased... .7. o.° 00). Rie 30 
Presented .< uo. oS. See 30 
Born in the Gardeng . . <4 at 
ae 
Brirps :— 
Purchased <2. 64a Ae eee eee 155 
Presented. 0 ks le oe 46 
me 
REPTILES AND AMPHIBIANS :— 
Purchased =.) c2assw Gunes ac eee 585 
Presented) 5.5.40 Ass Uke. ae tg ae 
Bred in the Gardens: «2.44... 2a ee 20 
= 700 
— Usa 


Many of them were unimportant additions, but the fol- 
lowing may be mentioned, either as new to the collection 
or as of especial interest :— 

A male and female of the East African ostrich (Struthio 
molybdophanes), received in exchange from Messrs. Sells 
Brothers, on the 8th of April. 

(10) 
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A larger hill mynah (Gracula intermedia), purchased on 
April 13th. 

Mr. Samuel N. Rhoads, of the Academy of Natural Sci- 
ences, presented on May 11th a number of reptiles collected 
by him at Reelfoot Lake, Tennessee; among them were a 
number of young soft-shelled iurtles (Aspidonectes spinifer), 
and red-eared terrapin (Pseudemys elegans). 

On May 28d a fine whip snake (Bascanium flagelliforme 
piwceum) was received from Tucson, Ariz., being presented 
by Mr. Herbert Brown. 

On June 6th a specimen of Biindinats: tortoise (mys 
blandingt) was presented by Mr. Howard Davis, of Philadel- 
phia. This turtle was captured in Gloucester County, New 
Jersey, a locality so far east of its usual range that it seems 
probable that the animal had escaped from captivity. 

A tamandua anteater (Tamandua tetradactyla) was pur- 
chased on the 12th of June. 

On the 16th of the same month a pair of polar bears were 
purchased from W. A. Conklin, of New York. These ani- 
mals were about a year old, and came from Russia. 

Two examples of the ophiophagus, or snake-eating cobra 
(Naia bungara), of India, were procured by purchase and 
exhibited for the first time in the Garden. This much- 
dreaded species grows to a length of twelve feet or more, 
and is the largest of terrestrial venomous serpents. 

Mr. W. L. Whitfield presented on July 15th a rough- 
headed tree-toad (Trachycephalus marmoratus) from Jamaica. 
About the same time an Agassiz gopher tortoise (Xerobates 
agassizi) was received from Mr. Herbert Brown, of Tucson, 
Ariz. 

Two young red brockets (Cariacus rufus) from South 
America were purchased on July 25th from a dealer. On 
the same day nine mute swans were presented by Miss 
Marie L. and Master MacMillan Hoopes, of Ogontz, Pa. 

Karly in August a number of birds were brought from 
Kurope by Mr. F. Moesler; among them were a European 
buzzard (Buteo vulgaris) ; four chukar partridges (Caccabis 
saxatilis chukar); a black-bellied sand grouse (Pterocles 
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arenarius) ; a pied mynah (Sturnopastor contra) from India ; 
two collared jay-thrushes (Garrulax picticollis) ; and a black- 
tailed hawfinch (Coccothraustes melanurus) from China, all 
of which were new to the collection. Among the other 
birds received were specimens of the great eagle owl and 
the common kite, of Europe, the blood-breasted pigeon, and 
a number of rare parrakeets. 

On the 15th of August three examples of the beautiful 
red-naped fruit pigeon (Carpophaga paulina) from Celebes, 
and two purple-capped lories (Lorius domicella) from the 
Moluccas, were purchased from George Arstingstall, and 
several green-winged doves were received from him as a 
eift. Later in the month a pair of argus pheasants (Argus- 
canus argus) were purchased from the same source. These 
splendid birds are first in beauty among the pheasants 
and have probably never before reached this country alive. 
These were brought directly from India by Mr. Arsting- 
stall in person, but in spite of his experienced care the 
great length of the journey was too severe a tax on their 
endurance, and they survived but a short time after reach- 
ing the Garden. 

About the same time two eastern turtle doves (Turtur 
orientalis) of Asia were purchased from Louis Ruhe, of 
New York. 

A tiger bittern (Zigrosoma braziliense) from South America 
was received by purchase later in the month, and was the 
first of this fine species to be exhibited here. 

On September 3d a grey monitor lizard (Varanus griseus) 
from North Africa was received in exchange from Mr. 
Harold Hanauer, of London. 

A rare woodpecker from. Cuba (Melanerpes superciliaris) 
and two Barnard’s parrakeets (Platycercus barnardi) were 
purchased on September 6th. 

Two crab-eating raccoons (Procyon cancrivorus) from 
South America were procured by purchase on October 2d, 
and a third specimen was received in December. 

Early in October a number of golden, silver, Japanese, 
Amherst, and Swinhoe pheasants were received as a gift 
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from Samuel B. Schieffelin, Esq., of Tarrytown, New York’ 
These birds were bred in his extensive aviaries at that 
place. 

Three Hardwick’s mastigures (Uromastix hardwicki) were 
received in the same month from W. A. Conklin, of New 
York, and were added to the collection in the Reptile 
House. 

On December 10th Mr. Howard Eaton, of Medora, North 
Dakota, reached the Gardens, bringing a male mountain 
sheep (Ovis cervina) four years old, and a yearling female of 
the same species. The male was captured near Red Rock 
Lake, Idaho, early in the past summer, and is a superb 
animal; the female was caught also during the summer 
in the bad lands of the Little Missouri River. With these 
were also received six trumpeter swans (Cygnus buccinator). 
This fine species being seldom found except in the far 
west is not common in collections, and the present speci- 
mens are the first which we have ever received. 

A third mountain sheep, also a young female, having been 
placed on deposit at the Gardens, with two prong-horned 
antelopes, by Alfred Harrison, Esq., of Philadelphia, this 
splendid species is now well represented in the collection, 
and although the difficulties attending its domestication 
have not heretofore been overcome, the good condition in 
which these specimens arrived leads to the hope that better 
success may result from this attempt to naturalize this species 
in the Eastern States. 

On the 24th of December a slow loris (Nycticebus tardi- 
gradus) from Burmah was purchased. ‘This interesting 
little lemur has not previously been shown in the Gardens. 

Mr. T. Morgan Stewart kindly sent from Cienfuegos, 
Cuba, three capromys (Capromys pilorides), which arrived 
on January 18th. 

The animals bred during the year were as follows :— 

1895. . 

March 11. 2 Indian Antelopes (Antilope cervicapra). 

“ 16. 1 Hog Deer (Cervus porcinus). 

April 9. 1 Bactrian Camel (Camelus bactrianus). 
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May 1. 1 Axis Deer (Cervus azis). 
“ 12. 2 Ground Rattlesnakes ( Crotalophorus miliarius). 
May 20. 1 Common Deer (Cariacus virginianus). 
June 5. 1 Fallow Deer (Cervus dama). 
e 5. 11 Prairie Dogs (Cynomes ludovicianus). 
¥. 8. 1 Fallow Deer (C. dama). 
«14. 1 Hog Deer (C. porcinus). 
July 8. 2 Raccoons (Procyon lotor). 
Sept. 7. 4 Striped Water Snakes (Tropidonotus leberis). 
«20. +5 Copperheads (Ancistrodon contortriz). 
“ 27. +9 Ground Rattlesnakes (C. miliarius). 
Oct. 3. 1 Bison (Bison americanus). 
Nov. 15. 8 Ground Rattlesnakes (C. miliarius). 
«22. 1 Indian Antelope (A. cervicapra). 
<4 OG. A4 74 “ a3 
Dec. 9. 1 Llama (Lama peruana). 


The construction of the new Monkey House was pro- 
ceeded with and the building was completed with the ex- . 
ception of the interior fittings. Beyond current repairs, 
which included repainting of all the larger buildings, no 
other work was undertaken during the year. 

Respectfully, 
ARTHUR ERWIN BROWN, 
Superintendent. 
ZOOLOGICAL GARDENS, lst March, 1896. 
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